School teaching
lessons for life

by Thomas Chamberlin
educalion reporer

A TINY school hidden
away ncar farmland at
Ormeau may have proved
the education salvation for
troubled teemager Kepa
Malahia.

The ld-vear-old has
started tackling his learn-
ing and behaviour prob.
lems and has set his sights
not only on a return to reg-
ular schooling, but also a
carcer onc day as a chel,

The bovs-only Toogoo-
lawa School takes in some
of the toughest students
who have been excluded,
suspended or expelled
multiple times from Gold
Coast and Brisbane
schools with many of
the 20 students wards of
the siate.

Ducenstand millionaire
John Fitzgerald set up the
school — one of three he
has started — 11 years ago
and continuees o fund it
along with the State and
Federal governments.

Mr Fitzgerald, who
spends up to 51 million a
year on the institutions,
plans to expand up to 40
schools across the nation,

“I came here because
of my behaviour and 1 had
difficulty leamming ... 1
was continually w.'llkin_;

oul of clast and was re-
ferred to the school by my
guidance counsellor,” xaid
kKepa, who lefl year 8 of
Helensvale State Hagh
School last year,

“When I came here 1
tricd to fight evervone off
but now we all get along.™

Alter six months at
Toogoolawa, Kepa plans
o relurm o I'I'I:'I.El't!f[ll:.'lm
school and is aiming for a
career as a chell

School principnl Gerry
Moloney said most
siudlents had learnmmyg diffi-
culties at their previows
schools which led them 1o
truancy and breaking
school males,

“Some of these Kids
have come through 30, 40,
30 foster homes and we
are the only constant in
their lives,” he said.

“A lot of the kids who
come here are hurting.'

Meditation ix pari of
cach day, enc-on-one
teaching sestions are
offered with teachers fo-
cusing on literacy. numer-
acy., life skills and
emplovability and just hike
other schools national lit-
cracy and numeracy fests
are conducted.

The objective is o pet
students back into a
mainsirecam school, learn.
ing centres or TAFLE,
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