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               TOOGOOLAWA           SCHOOLS


Five Universal Human Values   Part 1

We believe that the five universal Human Values of Love, Peace, Truth, Right Conduct and Non-violence, reside within each one of us in full potential, like a seed under the ground waiting to sprout.
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The challenge for the Toogoolawa Schools’ teachers, in particular, is to create the ideal school environment for each Human Value to sprout and grow in every single one of the students.

We encourage students to strive towards living the five universal Human Values, which define their true nature.

It is our belief that character is the most precious gift of education. Therefore, a Toogoolawa School not only seeks to provide a basic education, but also to give the students a cogent and practical philosophy for living: that service, truthfulness and consideration for others lead to a happy, fulfilled and effective life.
To this end the students are taught not only to read, write and spell; to speak, listen and calculate; but also to know right from wrong and to follow that which is right.

The aim is that students grow into contented men and women who are courageous, capable and respectful to themselves and others.

In doing so, they will have become self-reliant, with a spirit of service to society and to humanity at large.
As students learn to live according to these Values, their character grows in self-confidence and self-reliance, bearing fruit in the form of increased academic performance.
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Teachers and school volunteers must themselves be living examples of what they require the students to be.

The five Human Values are introduced below in their context for students (Part 2) and then for teachers (Part 3)



Five Universal Human Values   Part 2
Guidelines for Students

Keeping in mind that each one of the five universal Human Values in the Educare system of education is regarded as having endless depth and breath, we can give a synopsis of each Value as understood and applied by Toogoolawa. These few words act as guidelines for the teachers as they attempt to integrate the Human Values into all aspects of the curriculum.

These brief definitions are also helpful for parents wishing to apply the Human Values in the home situation.
With both teachers and parents working together to provide the boys with a Human Values framework for a sound moral philosophy, the opportunities for healing and personal growth are greatly enhanced.

In seeking to practise the Human Values in everyday life, students (and also their adult mentors) will be guided by the following aims:
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Five Universal Human Values   Part 3
Code of Ethics for Teachers
Each one of the teachers, volunteers and directors involved with Toogoolawa Schools makes a personal commitment to go through an ongoing transformation to become ideal role models of the Human Values for the students in their care. To assist us in this endeavour we have the ‘Code of Ethics for Teachers’.

Parents and all other mentors will also find the Code of Ethics useful in the home situation.
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�Love


To love everybody unconditionally


To develop compassion, kindness, generosity and greatness of spirit


To care for our environment, each other and ourselves














�Truth


To speak and act truthfully and confidently, with a clean and clear conscience


To develop wisdom, the power of reason, intuition and a sense of inquiry


To understand the oneness of all creation and the truth behind all faiths














�Peace


To develop self respect, concentration, inner contentment and calmness


To cooperate with and value the contributions of others, including their constructive feedback concerning our behaviour


To develop forgiveness, patience, forbearance and self-control


�














�Right Conduct


To practice acceptance of the good and rejection of the bad, according to the law and one’s own conscience


To develop respect for parents, teachers and elders and to accept responsibility for one’s own actions


To develop self-reliance, exercise initiative and to do one’s best at everything one attempts 


�














�Non-violence


To avoid harming others in thought, word and deed


To develop reverence and concern for all living beings, all of nature and to engage in acts of selfless service


To practise forbearance and tolerance towards others

















�Non-violence can be expressed by:


Refraining from using hurtful words or actions


Not speaking (or thinking) badly about others


Speaking gently and kindly, even when firmness is required


Avoiding the expression of one’s own anger, resentment, bitterness, jealousy and selfishness – changing them into love and peace as much as we can

















�Right Conduct can be expressed by:


Behaving towards others (particularly students) as one would like others to behave towards oneself


Demonstrating personal tidiness, punctuality and integrity


Being true to the dictates of one’s own conscience


Having respect for society’s laws, the elderly, one’s parents, and for the customs and practices of other cultures and faiths


�














�Peace can be expressed by:


Being a good listener


Taking time to explain things carefully, sometimes more than once


Showing patience and tolerance, even when provoked


Moving without hurry or haste


�














�Truth can be expressed by:


Practicing honesty in dealing with students, staff,  friends, society and encouraging honesty in the students


Recognising that we are more than a body which moves, thinks and feels – that we are all kings and queens in disguise


Learning to discover and trust one’s own intuition


Developing self-confidence and having trust in a higher power














�Love can be expressed by:


Relating to the ‘wise inner-goodness’ of each student


Whenever possible, putting the interests of the student ahead of one’s own


Using caring and respectful words


Developing compassion, so that the student’s pain and frustration is felt and understood











Code of Ethics for Teachers:
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